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1.  WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH MY MONEY?  

How would our culture answer this one? ‘Indulge yourself’, ‘It’s all 
about you!’ the marketing of our age tells us. Our culture says that 
earning money to spend on ourselves is a marker of success: the 
more lavish the lifestyle, the bigger the toys, the more outfits and 
shoes on the rack, the more countries visited, the faster the car ... the 
more happy we are? Sadly, the world has this one upside down!  

As Christians, we need to recognise first and foremost that 
everything we have is given to us by God. ‘The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fullness thereof,’ shouts the Psalmist (Psalm 24:1) - or hear Paul’s 
instruction to Timothy, ‘everything created by God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving (1 Timothy 
4:4).  

Money is a great part of creation, which can do so much good if used 
faithfully. But of course, as we look around our culture and at our 
own heart, we know that the money rat-race can also be a trap and 
a burden, a slave-master who can take our allegiance away from the 
living God. Jesus was acutely aware of our temptation; He famously 
taught us, ‘you cannot serve God and money’ (Luke 16:10). So 
perhaps a helpful re-phrasing of the question is in order!  



2.  WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH GOD’S MONEY  
     ENTRUSTED TO ME?  

Thankfully, the Bible gives us some clear priorities on this one. Our 
first priority is to provide for our family - and relatives, if needs be 
(e.g. 1 Timothy 5:8). Second, we are to acknowledge that Gospel 
workers need our support. In the Bible we see a pattern laid down 
from the very beginning of the formation of God’s people, that 
spiritual ministers (servants) of the people should be provided for by 
those who they serve (e.g. Deuteronomy 18:1-5).  

In the early church, time and again Paul is found both thanking and 
encouraging the churches for their financial support of both his own 
and other missionary’s Gospel work (e.g. Romans 15:25- 29; 1 
Corinthians 9:3-14). In 3 John, we are encouraged to see the 
significance and great opportunity afforded by our giving as our 
financial partnership in the Gospel means that we become a ‘fellow 
worker for the truth’ (3 John 1:5-8). Moving outwards in our circle of 
responsibilities, we are encouraged to care for the poor in the world, 
especially poorer churches (cf. 2 Corinthians 8).  

3.  IS IT MORE HELPFUL TO GIVE IN A ONE-OFF WAY   
 EACH YEAR OR REGULARLY?  

This is a matter of freedom, of course, but there are some good 
reasons why you might consider regular donations. First, regular 
donations do help the governance team with managing cash-flow 
for our church. One-off donations are still helpful, but harder to 
predict and so, make planning our cash-flow more difficult. Second, 
planning to give each month, or week, means that your own cash-
flow is managed better. Third, committing to a monthly giving plan 
means a regular reminder of your financial partnership with the 
Gospel work of our church on your bank statement; a good prompt 
to pray for the spread of the Gospel by our ministry, 



4. HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE?  

There is no ‘right’ answer on this one, but there are some 
challenging biblical principles. We are encouraged to be generous. 
Why generous? It is not difficult to see why. God has lavished the 
riches of His grace upon us in the Gospel of salvation (Ephesians 
2:7-10; Philippians 4:19-20).  

In the Old Testament God called 
his people to show their love to 
Him by giving a tithe or 10% of 
their income. In the New 
Testament, followers of Jesus 
are not limited by the tithe, but 
are called to give generously, 
de l iberate ly, sens ib ly and 
enthusiastically (2 Cor 8-9).  

Jesus commends the actions of 
a poor widow for putting two 
s m a l l co p p e r co i n s i n a n 
offertory box and condemns the 
offerings of the rich since He 
knows how costly this donation 
was for the widow. Of the rich 
He says, ‘they all contributed out 
of their abundance, but she out 
of her poverty put in all she had 
to live on.’ (Luke 21:1-4).  

We recognise and celebrate equal sacrifice not equal giving.  

Some will be giving comparatively bigger or smaller amounts but it 
is the attitude of the heart that God honours - not simply a pile of 
dollars. 

We recognise and celebrate Christian generosity may be expressed 
outside the local church. As we grow in generosity we will naturally 
be drawn to the needs of the world around us. We seek neither to 
restrict nor necessarily guide your outside giving. As a principle we 
would suggest that you give first to the local church and after that in 
whatever places you feel led by God.




The following table may also help you as you prayerfully plan your 
financial partnership with us. 

If you would like further hep with budgeting or managing your 
finances please don’t hesitate to contact us and we get you 
connected with some experts who work in this area. 

R E C H A R G E  2 0 1 8

Name (or Family Name)

I plan to be bold in loving Jesus and showing Jesus’ love in 2019 by:

1. Time

 I would really like to commit to being a member of a Discipleship Group

 I’m hoping to have time to serve our church and community in the following ways.

2. Talents
I am quite good at the following and I’m prepared to use them to show Jesus' love.

3. Treasure

My regular (or our family) giving in 2019 will be:

$

   Weekly                   Fortnightly                     Monthly

step out and 
have some fun!

step up and give 
more regularly 
towards 10%

step further  
and regularly  

give 10%

step in and  
make a start

Continue giving 
10% but give even 
more in proportion 

to your income

Commit to giving 
every month

Increase your regular 
giving to 10%

However small  
the step, giving  

for the first time  
begins the journey

In the Old Testament God called his people to show their love to Him by giving a tithe or 10% of their income. In the New Testament, 
followers of Jesus are not limited by the tithe, but are called to give generously, deliberately, sensibly and enthusiastically (2 Cor 8-9).

We recognise and celebrate equal sacrifice not equal giving. Some will be giving 
comparatively bigger or smaller amounts but it is the attitude of the heart that 
God honours - not simply a pile of dollars. Use the graphic above to help you 
determine your next step of generosity.

“So the preaching about God flourished, the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied 
greatly, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7a)

Please note only Mike and our Treasurer will see this 
pledge. Please use the worksheet below to focus on the 
principles guiding our giving and how you might arrive at 
your family giving amount.  
 
Tear off the bottom and bring this top portion in 
to church on Sunday 25th November, 2018.

Income Expenses
Wages (net) Housing

Other Essentials

TOTAL TOTAL

10% of my  
income is:

Available 
money 
(Income - Expenses)

I plan to spend:

I plan to save:

I plan to give:

We recognise and celebrate Christian generosity may be expressed outside the local church. As we 
grow in generosity we will naturally be drawn to the needs of the world around us. We seek neither 
to restrict nor necessarily guide your outside giving. As a principle we would suggest that you give 
first to the local church and after that in whatever places you feel led by God.



5.  HOW IS MY GIVING USED?  

In short, for the ministry and mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ at 
Minchinbury and beyond. Practically, like the early churches of 
Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, Galatia and the rest, our church depends 
on the donations of its members for its running costs.  

At modest wages, staffing costs account for more than 75% of the 
annual church budget. The remainder of the budget is spent directly 
on administrative, property and ministry initiatives and support.  

The church budget is developed each year by the governance team, 
in consultation with the ministry team, and is then ratified at the 
annual general meeting. The accounts are professionally audited 
annually. If you have any questions at all about the church financials 
please email info@minchibury.church.  

6.  How You Can Give 

There are two main ways you can give to support the mission and 
ministry of our church: 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

You can setup your regular giving via Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
through your banking institution. 

Sundays 

You can give via cash or cheque at any of our Sunday services. 

 Account Name: Minchinbury Anglican Church

 BSB: 062 714

 Account no: 1015 0284






